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Wittenberg: A Ghost Town in The Making  

Wittenberg is a small but significant jewel inside Germany’s treasure chest… 
glimmering as the heart of the Protestant Reformation. However, a stroll through the 
town today reveals a story different from its vibrant past. While its heritage buildings 
beautifully stand tall, the streets are empty, and the silent surroundings drown out the 
clicking sound of the shoes hitting the pavement.  

With every step and encounter, the mind grapples with the juxtaposition of 
Wittenberg’s rich cultural past and its current urban reality. Neighbourhoods like the 
once-promising Garden City, which radiated life, lie quiet and nearly abandoned. These 
planned spaces, designed to provide quality housing and a piece of Eden, stand as 
empty shells, slowly deteriorating as local planning efforts look elsewhere.  

Turning away from the reality of the withering city, the development of a new 
residential neighbourhood, supposedly to attract commuters from Berlin and Leipzig, 
alongside a new recreational centre by the river, is of great priority… a seemingly 
hopeful move. But one can’t help but wonder: who are these plans really for? Have the 
needs and desires of residents truly been considered?  

Wittenberg is a town of great symbolic, historic, and cultural importance, but symbols 
alone cannot sustain urban life. With vacant houses, empty shops, and crumbling 
neighbourhoods, Wittenberg will not grow… it will echo, quietly, as a ghost town in the 
making. 


