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Walking as An Ultimate City Introduction

Coming from Semarang - Indonesia, arriving in Berlin as a PhD trainee felt like stepping
into a city written in layers. As part of the training program, | participated in three
walking excursions focused on the history of Berlin ranging from World War |, World
War Il, Cold War to the reunification of East and West Berlin. Each walk lasted four to
five hours, and while many of the spoken explanations have blurred with time for me,
the memory of the city’'s streets, facades, parks, and unexpected courtyards has
remained vivid. The excursions taught historical detail while also revealing moments of
surprising beauty. Places that hold haunting stories open onto tree lined boulevards,
cafes, and quiet corners where daily life continues. That contrast felt both strange and
consoling. Because | enjoy long walks, | treasured those routes. In Semarang, long
pedestrian routes are a luxury since sidewalks are nearly non existent and walking can
expose you to harassment and reckless motorcycle driving.

Weather shaped the experience too. Berlin’'s milder climate felt friendlier than
Semarang’'s habitual 30 degree Celsius and above 70% humidity. Yet on the final
excursion we walked for hours amid an unusual 39 degrees Celsius heat wave. | was
glad it remained bearable, although several friends struggled and needed extra rest.
Those moments of strain made the shared experience more memorable. During every
walk, | observed how movement modes are integrated in daily life. Cars, trams, buses,
bicycles, e-scooters, and pedestrians share space in ways that feel choreographed
rather than chaotic. Micro mobility and public transport are embedded into routines so
people move fluidly even in crowded areas or around construction that alters
pedestrian flows. The way roads accommodate them side by side creates a practical
dynamic.

Through these walks | felt closer to the city and came to know it better, recognized
more roads, remembered more ubahn stations belong to which line. To me, walking
proved the most effective introduction to a place when you live or visit somewhere new
because it allows you to slow down, stop and observe, then absorb the surroundings.
Moving through neighborhoods gave me time to notice small details, to read building
inscriptions, to listen to languages being spoken, and to sense how history and
everyday life overlap. Using public transport added another layer. On ubahn and buses |
observed people and caught fragments of life: students with backpacks, older
residents carrying groceries, brief conversations, a child at a window, a vendor
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arranging flowers. Those small scenes stitched into a lived impression of Berlin that no
lecture could.

Walking through Berlin during those excursions made me feel like a part of the city.
Moving with its mobility systems while learning about its past felt like laying another
brick in my own urban story, a piece of experience that begins to weave into how |
imagine the future. Would | be coming back to Berlin, or even Germany, at all?



